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1  

INTRODUCTION

THANK YOU!

Thank you for choosing the Nord Organ 3 – the latest generation of our 

Organ series, featuring extensive improvements to sound, design and 

performance. With greatly enhanced organ engines, added modulation 

effects and a new, exceptional Rotary Speaker emulation, the Nord 

Organ 3 offers unsurpassed levels of detail and realism.

FEATURES

The Nord Organ 3 has the following main features:

•	Vintage B3 tonewheel organ model.

•	Vx and Farf transistor organ models.

•	Soft B3 organ model.

•	Pipe Organ model.

•	4 sets of physical drawbars and 2 Bass Pedal drawbars.

•	Upper B, Lower A and Bass Pedal drawbar sets equipped with LED 

graphs.

•	Rotary Speaker with five selectable microphone positions for the treble 

horn and mono/stereo option for the bass rotor.

•	3 distinct Drive Types for the Rotary Speaker.

•	Modulation effects including Phaser, Tremolo, Chorus, Ring Modulator 

and Flanger.

•	Advanded Delay effect with tap-tempo function, Analog mode, 

Feedback filters and option to limit operation to the Upper manual.

•	3-band EQ with sweepable middle band.

•	Comprehensive Reverb effect including Spring reverb and option for 

placing effect before or after Rotary Speaker.

•	Dual manuals with 2 x 61 waterfall keys equipped with triple sensors 

for optimal organ keyboard feel and response time.

•	Auxilliary Output for separate handling of clean organ signal, bass 

pedals and more.

•	High Level outputs with quarter-inch as well as a 11-pin Leslie™ 

standard connectors allowing for direct connection to rotary speakers. 

When using the 11-pin connector, the panel controls for rotation 

speed are transferred as well.

•	Dedicated Bass Pedal MIDI connector for use with any MIDI 

compatible pedal keyboard.

NORD ONLINE

On the website nordkeyboards.com you will find:

	» Information about the Nord Organ 3 and other Nord instruments

	» Latest Operating Systems for download

	» Nord Sound Manager software

	» Nord Newsletter: Get updates about OS releases, new sounds and 

software

	» Nord Live sessions and other videos

	» User Manuals for download

Follow Nord Keyboards on Facebook, Instagram, X and YouTube. Feel 

free to tag your content with our official hashtag #iseenord. 

ABOUT THE USER MANUAL

This manual is organized primarily as a reference guide detailing all 

of the available features of the instrument. You will also find practical 

examples of how to use these features in a musical context.

READING THE MANUAL IN PDF FORMAT

This manual is available as a digital PDF file. It can be downloaded from 

the Nord Organ 3 section on our website. 

OS UPGRADES

The latest OS (Operating System) version for the Nord Organ 3 is always 

available for download from our website. Please visit our website from 

time to time or subscribe to the Nord Newsletter, to make sure you have 

the latest version in your unit.

	i Note: Early units were shipped with an OS version where a small 

number of panel features were not yet available. To make sure you 

have access to all features, visit www.nordkeyboards.com and 

download the latest OS version for the Nord Organ 3.

RESTORING THE FACTORY PRESETS

A complete backup of the entire instrument and its factory content, is 

available on the Nord Keyboards website, should the instrument need to 

be restored to its original state at some point.

DISCLAIMER

Any trademarks and brand names mentioned in this manual are the 

property of their respective owners and are not affiliated or associated 

with Clavia. These trademarks and brand names are only mentioned to 

describe certain sound qualities reproduced by the Nord Organ 3.
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The Delay effect can be used for anything from subtle ambience or 

slap-back effects to almost endless soundscapes. The three different 

feedback filters allow for further tailoring the sound of the Delay 

feedback tail.

 A versatile Equalizer with a sweepable middle band allows for both 

broad and very fine tonal adjustments. 

Finally, the Reverb effect provides a wide range of small and large room 

simulations, as well as the new Spring reverb type. With the Pre-Rotary 

option it is possible to place the Reverb before the Rotary Speaker, 

corresponding to a common organ set-up. For each Reverb type it is 

also possible to apply the alternate Bright or Dark settings as well as a 

lush Chorale mode.

Read more about the effects on page 22. 

UPPER, BASS PEDAL AND LOWER DRAWBARS

The Nord Organ 3 features two drawbar sets each for the Upper and 

Lower manuals – Upper Manual A/B and Lower Manual A/B. 

Upper Manual B and Lower Manual A, as well as the two Bass Pedal 

drawbars are equipped with LEDs, used for displaying their settings 

when Program Mode or a Preset is active.

Upper Manual A and Lower Manual B always use the physical positions 

of the drawbars for their respective registrations.

Read more about drawbar functionality on page 9.

DRAWBAR FOCUS AND PRESETS

The Drwb A and B (Drawbar A and B) buttons are present on the side 

panels for both the Upper and Lower manuals, as well as in connection 

to each drawbar set. These provide a quick and easy way of switching 

between the left (A) and right (B) drawbars for each manual, regardless 

of whether Panel or Program Mode is active.

The three Preset buttons for each manual provide quick access to a 

range of user-adjustable registrations, globally shared by all programs. 

This means that whatever program is currently selected the available 

Presets remain the same, for the selected Organ Model.

Read more about Drawbars, Drawbar Focus and Presets on page 13.

ROTOR SPEED CONTROL

Changing the speed of the Rotary Speaker is done using the Rotor 

Speed controls, at the bottom of the Lower Manual side panel – placed 

at a position similar to where rotation speed is normally changed on the 

original instrument.

Additional methods of changing the Rotor Speed include using an 

attached switch pedal or the optional Half-Moon Switch. 

Read more about Rotor Speed control on page 18.
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Open the SOUND menu (Shift+Live 3) and select a position using the 

Stop Angle setting on page 4. The Stop Angle can be set in 3  

degree increments, between 0 and 357°, allowing for very detailed fine 

tuning of the stop position sound.

Read more about this setting on page 30.

	i The Stop Angle menu setting is global and affects all programs 

where Stop Angle is active. Also, the character of the Stop position 

will change depending on the currently selected Mic Position.

ROTOR CONTROL

Apart from the on-panel Rotor Speed controls, speed switching can be 

performed using the optional Half Moon Swich or a switch type pedal, 

connected to the ROTOR CONTROL jack. 

Settings for Rotor Control and the connected switch or pedal are found 

in the System menu. Read more about this on page 29.

	l If using a switch type pedal, it will switch between Slow–Fast or 

Stop–Fast, depending on whether the Slow or the Stop position 

was last selected.

ROTARY SPEAKER SOUND MENU OPTIONS

In addition to the on-panel Rotary Speaker controls, there is a number 

of settings related to the Rotary Speaker in the Sound Menu. These 

include acceleration rates for the treble horn and bass rotor, horn/bass 

rotor balance and more.

Read more about these settings on page 30.

AMP SIM

The AMP SIM unit provides sophisticated amplifier and speaker cabinet 

simulations, including overdrive/distortion when used in conjunction with 

the Drive Type control.

Amp Model Description

JC
A simulation of a Jazz Chorus speaker cabinet, 

powered by a tube amp.

BRIT
A simulation of a 4x12 speaker cabinet in 

combination with a classic, British, tube amp 

head.

TWIN
A simulation of a classic combo tube amplifier 

including speakers.

DRIVE TYPE

To activate overdrive for an Amp Simulation, make sure one of the 

Drive Types is selected, and set the overdrive amount using the DRIVE 
AMOUNT knob.
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8 MIDI

MIDI FUNCTIONS

The Nord Organ 3 can be used as a master instrument for control over 

other hardware units or software sound sources, and it is also possible 

to control the Nord Organ 3 from a separate keyboard or MIDI device. 

MIDI CHANNELS

The separate MIDI channels for Upper, Lower and Pedal manuals make 

it possible to record performances over MIDI with separate tracks for 

each manual, as well as controlling software or hardware units that also 

provide separate MIDI channels per manual. 

	i The MIDI channel settings are found in the System menu, see page 

29 for further details.

The MIDI channels are used both for transmitting and receiving MIDI 

information, at the same time. It allows for external control over every 

aspect of the Nord Organ 3 – much like playing its own keyboard – and 

is used for sending keyboard, pedal and panel actions to another MIDI 

device or sequencer. 

	i MIDI CC (Control Change) messages that are not related to 

drawbars and other per-manual parameters are transmitted and 

received on the Upper MIDI channel.

	l MIDI messages are transmitted and received on both the USB and 

MIDI In/Out connections simultaneously.

RECORDING A NORD ORGAN 3 PERFORMANCE 
TO A MIDI SEQUENCER OR DAW

Here is how to record a Nord Organ 3 performance including any pedal 

actions and parameter adjustments to a DAW or MIDI sequencer.

1	Set the DAW or sequencer to use the Nord Organ 3 USB MIDI 

driver, if connected through USB, or an appropriate MIDI interface if 

connected through the 5-pin MIDI connectors.

2	Create three separate channels in the DAW or sequencer, one for 

the Upper, one for the Lower and one for the Pedal manuals.

3	Make sure each channel is set to the appropriate MIDI channel, as 

set in the MIDI menu of the Nord Organ 3.

	l The default settings for the MIDI channels are Upper=1, Lower=2 

and Pedals=3.

4	Set the DAW or sequencer track to route back incoming MIDI on 

the MIDI channels set on the Nord Organ 3.

5	Set Local Control in the System menu to Off on the Nord Organ 3.

6	Select the Program on the Nord Organ 3 that you wish to use.

7	Start the recording on the sequencer.

	i If a Transpose value is set, either by the panel Transpose function 

or the Global Transpose setting in the System menu, its effect on 

recorded MIDI depends on the “Transpose MIDI at” setting – see 

page 29.

PLAYING THE NORD ORGAN 3 FROM AN EXTER-
NAL MIDI CONTROLLER

1	Connect the MIDI Out port of the external MIDI controller to the 

MIDI In port of the Nord Organ 3.

2	Set the outgoing MIDI channel(s) of the external unit in 

correspondence with the MIDI channel settings on the Nord Organ 

3.

PLAYING AND CONTROLLING OTHER UNITS 
FROM THE NORD ORGAN 3

1	Connect the MIDI Out port of the Nord Organ 3 to the MIDI In port 

of the external unit. Or – if the external unit is a software instrument 

on a computer – use the USB connection.

2	Set the incoming MIDI channel(s) of the external unit in 

correspondence with the MIDI channel settings on the Nord Organ 

3.

MIDI MESSAGES

The following MIDI messages can be transmitted and received by the 

Nord Organ 3:

NOTE ON/OFF

•	Note On and Note Off messages are transmitted and received. 

Velocity is included if the related MIDI menu setting is set accordingly.

CONTROLLERS

•	From the System menu it can be determined whether the Nord Organ 

3 should transmit and/or receive Control Change messages, see page 

25. 

•	If an expression pedal is connected to the Swell Pedal Input, this is 

transmitted and received as Controller 4 (Swell).

•	If a sustain pedal is connected to the Sustain Pedal Input, this is 

transmitted and received as Controller 64 (Sustain Pedal).

•	Almost all other controls (knobs and buttons) on the front panel are 

also transmitted and received as Control Change messages. This can 

be used for recording front panel actions into a MIDI sequencer. For a 

full list of MIDI Control Change messages, refer to page 33.
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PROGRAM CHANGE

Loading a Program or Live Program will send a Program Change 

message on the Global MIDI channel, with Program Banks and Live 

program locations differentiated by their Bank MSB value.

One MIDI program bank encompasses two banks of 50 programs each 

on the Nord Organ 3, with program numbers 1-100 being used. The 

message consists of three parts, as defined in the table below:

Program Live

Bank MSB (CC# 0) 0 1

Bank LSB (CC# 32) 0-7 0

Program Change 1-100 1-3

	i A Program Change message that reaches the Nord Organ 3 

unaccompanied by Bank Select messages will take effect in the 

currently selected Program or Live bank.

In the System Menu, you can select if the Nord Organ 3 should send 

and/or receive Program Change messages on the currently set MIDI 

channel. See page 29 for further details.

LOCAL CONTROL ON/OFF

If Local Control is set to Off, the keyboard and panel on the Nord Organ 

3 are “disconnected” from its sound engines. Use the Off setting when 

the instrument is set up in a MIDI loop, for instance when using it in 

conjunction with a DAW or seqencer. Local Control On/Off is set in the 

System menu, which is described on page 29.
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10 MENUS

Any settings that are made in the System and Sound menus will take 

immediate effect, and will be stored until they are changed again. 

	i The Local Control MIDI setting is an exception and will always 

revert to “On” when the Nord Organ 3 is powered up.

Menus are entered by holding SHIFT and pressing SYSTEM or SOUND 

(Live 1 and Live 3 buttons). Menu Pages are navigated using the PAGE 

3/4 buttons and settings are selected using the Up (5) and Down (6) 

buttons. Turn the PROGRAM dial to change the selected setting. Exit a 

menu by pressing EXIT (Shift).

SYSTEM MENU

PAGE 1 - SYSTEM SETTINGS

1 - MEMORY PROTECT

The memory protection setting is On when a Nord Organ 3 leaves the 

factory, preventing accidental overwriting of programs. Setting this to 

Off enables Store operations. Menu settings and Live programs are not 

affected by this setting.

Range: Off, On (default)

2 - START WITH “NORD B3”

This setting determines whether the Nord Organ 3 always starts up 

to the Nord B3 program or not. The Nord B3 program is a read-only 

program which can not be overwritten, which always loads with the B3 

Organ Model selected, and in Panel Mode (not using the LED graphs for 

drawbar settings). 

This setting is turned On by default and is intended as a useful starting 

point, for example if the instrument is regularily being used by multiple 

musicians and should look and sound the same the same whenever it is 

turned on.

If this setting is turned Off, the instrument will boot to the program that 

was selected when it was last turned off.

Range: Off, On (default)

3 - KEYBOARD TRIGGER

This setting determines how the Nord Organ 3 keyboard triggers the 

organ sound. When “High” is selected, the sound is triggered before the 

key reaches the end of its travel. This mode closely mimics the way a 

vintage tonewheel organ trigger its notes. 

Range: High (default), Low

High trigger point		L  ow trigger point

PAGE 2 - TUNING

1 - GLOBAL TRANSPOSE

This setting allows for transposing the entire Nord Organ 3 in semitone 

steps. This setting will be added to any on-panel transpose value stored 

with a program.

Range: +/- 6 semitones (default value is “Off”)

2 - FINE TUNE

Fine Tune can be used to fine tune the pitch of the Nord Organ 3 in finer 

increments.

Range: +/- 50 Cents (+/- half a semitone). Default value is “0”

PAGE 3 - OUTPUT ROUTING

Use these settings to determine how Organ and Bass Models are routed 

to the audio outputs of the Nord Organ 3.

1 - L+R OUT

This setting determines what is routed to the Left and Right audio 

outputs. When set to All, all Organ sounds are present on these outputs, 

regardless of Ext and Aux settings. When set to Exclude Ext+Aux, Organ 

Models routed to the Ext or Aux Outputs are excluded from the Left and 

Right signals.

Range: All (default), Exclude Ext+Aux

2 - EXT OUT

This determines what is sent to the External Rotary/High Level Outputs. 

If nothing is connected to any of these outputs, this is indicated by the 

“Ext: Not connected” text in the display.

Range: B3 (default), Vx/Farf, B3+Vx/Farf
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	i Use the L+R Out setting for determining whether the sound that is 

sent to the Ext Outputs also appears on the Left/Right outputs or 

not.

3 - AUX OUT

These options provide a range of useful configurations using the Aux 

(Auxilliary) Output. If nothing is connected to the Aux output, this is 

indicated by the “Aux: Not connected” text in the display.

Clean Copy: Provides the clean/dry signal before the Rotary Speaker. If 

Bass Pedals are set to FX/Rotor Bypass, those are summed to both the 

L/R and Aux outputs.

Vx/Farf: Allows for sending the Vx/Farf organ models to the Aux output. 

All effects, including Amp model or Rotary Speaker are bypassed.

Bass Pedal: In this mode the bass pedals are sent to the Aux output. 

All effects, including Rotary Speaker are bypassed.

Rotary Bass: With this setting, the bass rotor part of the Rotary 

Speaker signal is sent to the Aux Output, with the treble horn signal 

being sent to the Left and Right outputs. If the Rotary Speaker is off, 

nothing is sent to the Aux output.

Range: Clean Copy (default), Vx/Farf, Bass Pedal, Rotary Bass

	i Use the L+R Out setting for determining whether the sound that is 

sent to the Aux Output also appears on the Left/Right outputs or 

not.

PAGE 4 - SUSTAIN PEDAL

1 - TYPE

This selects the type of pedal connected to the SUSTAIN PEDAL jack. 

The sustain pedal controls sustain for both the Upper and Lower 

manuals, as well as the Bass Pedals.

Range: Nord SP-1 (Default), Nord SP-2, Nord TP-1, (Normally) 

Open, (Normally) Closed

	i If no pedal is connected to the Sustain Pedal jack, this is indicated 

by the “Not connected” text at the bottom of the display.

PAGE 5 - SWELL PEDAL

1 - TYPE

This setting configures a pedal attached to the SWELL PEDAL jack. 

The indicator at the bottom of the display shows the current value for a 

connected Swell Pedal, and can be used for determining that the pedal 

is functioning correctly.

Range: Nord EP (EP15, EP30, default), Roland EV7, Yamaha FC7, 

Korg, Fatar SL (Studiologic)

2 - GAIN

If the attached pedal does not reach 100% (indicated at the bottom 

of the display) the Gain parameter can be used for boosting the Swell 

Pedal signal. 

Range: 1(default)-10 

	i If no pedal is connected to the Swell Pedal jack, this is indicated 

by the “Not connected” text at the bottom of the display. When a 

pedal is connected, a percentage is shown indicating the current 

Swell amount produced by the pedal.

PAGE 6 - ROTARY CTRL

1 - TYPE

This setting allows for changing the type/polarity of a switch pedal 

connected to control ROTARY CONTROL input. If using the optional Half 

Moon Switch, make sure that the Half Moon setting is selected.

The indicator at the bottom of the display shows the current setting for a 

connected Half Moon Switch (Left/Slow, Center/Stop, Right/Fast) or the 

current state of a connected switch pedal.

Range: Half Moon, Nord SP-1 (Default), (Normally) Open, (Normally) 

Closed

2 - PEDAL MODE

This allows for changing the functionality of a switch pedal connected 

to the ROTARY CONTROL input on the Nord Organ 3. Use the Slow and 

Stop buttons on the panel to determine whether the pedal should switch 

between Fast and Slow or Fast and Stop.

	i This setting has no impact on the behaviour of a connected Half 

Moon Switch

With Toggle selected, the rotor speed is switched with each press on 

the pedal, like an on/off switch pedal. When set to Hold, the Rotor 

Speed is Fast for as long as the pedal is pressed and reverts back to 

Slow or Stop when the pedal is released.

Range: Toggle (default), Hold

PAGE 7 - MIDI CHANNELS

1 - LOCAL CONTROL

MIDI Local Control determines if the Nord Organ 3 manuals and control 

panel will address the internal sound engine and programs, or only 

transmit MIDI. Local Control On is the normal “playing mode”. When 

Local Control is in Off mode, panel and keyboard actions are transmitted 

via MIDI only.

Range: On (Default), Off

	i Local Control always reverts to “On” every time the Nord Organ 3 

is powered on

2 - CHANNEL UPPER

This sets the MIDI Channel that the Upper manual on the Nord Organ 3 

transmits and responds to.

Range: Off, 1-16 (default = 1)

3 - CHANNEL LOWER

This sets the MIDI Channel that the Lower manual on the Nord Organ 3 

transmits and responds to.

Range: Off, 1-16 (default = 2)

4 - CHANNEL BASS

This sets the MIDI channel that the Bass Pedal section of the Nord 

Organ 3 transmits (if the To Lower function is active) and responds to.

Range: Off, 1-16, (default = 3) 
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PAGE 8 - MIDI SETTINGS

1 - TRANSPOSE AT

When set to In, active transpose values (global and/or set per program) 

are not applied to outgoing MIDI, but only to incoming MIDI data. In Out 

mode sent MIDI notes are transposed but not incoming ones.

Range: In (Default), Out

2 - MIDI CC

This allows you to set if you want your Nord Organ 3 to transmit and/

or receive MIDI Control Change messages or not on the MIDI channels. 

See page 33 for a list of all CC numbers on the Nord Organ 3.

Range: Off, Send, Receive, Send & Receive (Default)

3 - MIDI PC

This setting determines whether your Nord Organ 3 transmits and/or 

receives MIDI program Change messages, on the MIDI channels. 

Range: Off, Send, Receive, Send & Receive (Default)

PAGE 9 - SETTINGS RESET

This operation restores all System and Sound menu settings to their 

default values.

Press the Reset soft button (Live 1) and confirm with “Yes” (Live 3 

button) to restore all menu settings to factory default values.

PAGE 10 - SYSTEM INFO

The System Info menu page shows the full version number of the 

currently installed OS (Operating System) and, when turning the 

Program dial, hardware information for the instrument.

Use the Program dial to switch between Version and Model info.

SOUND MENU

PAGE 1 - ORGAN MODEL

1 - KEYBOARD BOUNCE

This turns on or off the Keyboard Bounce feature for the B3 Organ 

Model. When turned On, the key off click is accentuated on quick key 

releases.

Range: Off, On (default)

2 - TONE-WHEEL

Sets the level of tonewheel crosstalk and cable leakage artifacts of the 

B3 organ model.

Range: Clean, Vintage 1, Vintage 2 (default)

PAGE 2 - PERCUSSION

1 - NORMAL VOLUME

Sets the level of the B3 Percussion effect in its Normal setting.

Range: Low, Medium (default), High

2 - SOFT VOLUME

Sets the level of the B3 Percussion effect in its Soft setting.

Range: Low, Medium (default), High

3 - SLOW DECAY

Sets the Slow mode decay time of the B3 Percussion effect.

Range: Long, Medium (default), Short

4 - FAST DECAY

Sets the Fast mode decay time of the B3 Percussion effect.

Range: Long, Medium (default), Short

PAGE 3 - ROTARY SPEAKER

1 - HORN ACCELERATION

This setting determines the acceleration and retardation time of the 

Rotary Speaker treble horn.

Range: Low, Medium (default), High

2 - HORN SPEED

This determines the speed of the Rotary Speaker treble horn.

Range: Low, Medium (default), High 

3 - ROTOR ACCELERATION

This determines the acceleration and retardation time of the Rotary 

Speaker bass rotor.

Range: Low, Medium (default), High

4 - ROTOR SPEED

This determines the speed of the Rotary Speaker bass rotor.

Range: Low, Medium (default), High

PAGE 4 - ROTARY SPEAKER (CONT.)

1 - BALANCE

This parameter sets the balance between the bass rotor and treble horn, 

defined as a percentage.

Range: 70/30, 65/35, 60/40, 55/45, 50/50 (default), 45/55, 40/60, 

35/65 and 30/70

2 - STOP ANGLE

Sets the stop angle for the Rotary Speaker in fixed Stop Angle mode 

(Shift+ Rotor Speed Stop). The angle can be set to values between 0 

and 357°, in 3 degree steps. Read more about this on page 18.

Range: 0-357° (default=0°)

PAGE 5 - USER BASS PRESET

On this page the Bass Preset for the User position of the Bass Model 

selector is set. In Program Mode, the User Bass Preset is stored per 

program, while in Panel Mode being part of the manual organ.

	i This page can also be accessed by pressing ALTERNATE 

(Shift+Bass Model), when the User model is selected.
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I CONNECTIONS

AUDIO CONNECTIONS

General guide on audio connections: Before turning on your amplifier, 

make all audio connections. Always turn on the amplifier last, and when 

shutting down, always turn off your amplifier or active speakers first.

	! Using your Nord Organ 3 at high volumes can damage your 

hearing. 

EXT ROTARY SPEAKER AND HIGH LEVEL OUT

The Rotary Speaker outputs consist of a 1/4 inch jack, and a 11-pin 

Leslie™ standard connector. The HIGH LEVEL jack output is 14V RMS 

high level, unbalanced, and is only intended to be connected to a rotary 

speaker cabinet with built in amplifier. Any other form of use might result 

in damaged equipment.

It is possible to route the B3 organ to the High Level and 11-pin outputs 

and the other organs to the main outputs. Other combinations are also 

possible. Read more about this on page 28.

HEADPHONES

2 x 1/4 inch stereo HEADPHONE jacks, one placed at the back of the 

unit and one in front. Audio is always output through both Headphones 

outputs, regardless of Output Routing settings.

MONITOR IN

1/8 inch jack for connecting devices such as smartphones, tablets 

or computers to the Nord Organ 3. This is useful for playing and 

rehearsing to pre-recorded music or a metronome, or for using an 

additional sound source on stage. The MONITOR IN signal is routed to 

the Headphones and Left & Right outputs.

	! The Nord Organ 3 Master Level control does not affect the level of 

the Monitor In signal.

LEFT & RIGHT OUT

1/4 inch unbalanced line level outputs for amplifier or recording 

equipment. The Nord Organ 3 is a stereo instrument with separate 

signal paths for left and right audio channels. 

AUX OUT

1/4 inch unbalanced line level output for amplifier or recording 

equipment. This output can be used for separate treatment of the 

Bass Pedal sound as well as for other purposes. See page 28 for a 

complete list of available options. 

MIDI CONNECTIONS

MIDI IN

The 5 pin MIDI IN connection is used for receiving MIDI data sent 

from external devices such as controller keyboards, sequencers and 

computers.

MIDI OUT

The 5 pin MIDI OUT connection will send MIDI data to devices such as 

external sound modules and computers.

BASS PEDAL

To use the Nord Organ 3’s dedicated bass pedal registers, connect the 

MIDI Out from your external controller (preferably a bass pedalboard 

such as the Nord Pedal Keys 25) to the Bass Pedal connector. The 

pedal registers will respond to all MIDI note messages received 

regardless of their MIDI channel.

	i The Bass Pedal MIDI jack supplies phantom-power over the 

attached MIDI cable, meaning that the Nord Pedal Keys 25 does 

not require its external power supply when used together with the 

Nord Organ 3.

MONITOR
IN

MIDI OUTSUSTAIN
PEDAL

SWELL
PEDAL

ROTARY CTRL USB MIDI IN BASS PEDAL AUX OUT RIGHT OUT LEFT OUT HEAD
PHONES

HIGH LEVEL
OUT

11 PIN

EXT. ROTARY SPEAKER
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USB CONNECTION

The USB port is used for connecting the Nord Organ 3 to a computer. 

The connection can be used for transferring MIDI, for OS updates and 

for connecting to the Nord Sound Manager application. This application, 

and the latest OS version can always be found for download at www.

nordkeyboards.com.

	i MIDI over USB and standard 5 pin MIDI connectors are both 

always active at the same time.

PEDAL CONNECTIONS

SUSTAIN PEDAL

1/4 inch connector for all common types of sustain pedals, including the 

Nord SP-1 (Single Pedal 1), SP-2 (Single Pedal 2) and TP-1 (Triple Pedal 

1). Sustain pedal type and polarity is set in the Pedal menu, see page 

30.

SWELL PEDAL

1/4 inch connector for connecting a continuous expression pedal using 

a stereo/TRS (Tip, Ring, Sleeve) connector, such as the Nord EP15 or 

EP30. Most commonly available expression pedals are compatible with 

the Nord Organ 3, and are configured in the System menu. See page 

29 for further details.

ROTARY CTRL

1/4 inch connector that accepts standard sustain pedals, switch pedals 

or the optional Half Moon Switch – used for controlling the speed of the 

Rotary Speaker. Refer to page 29 for how to configure the attached 

pedal or switch correctly.

http://www.nordkeyboards.com


	 Appendix	 |  33

II APPENDIX: MIDI CONTROLLER LIST

Nord Organ 3 Parameter MIDI CC #

Volume 7

Sustain 64

Swell Pedal 4

Organ Model 9

Bass Model 36

Bass User Preset 12

Drawbar Focus/Preset 13*

Panel Control Mode 14

Rotary/Amp Sim Enable 43

Rotary/Amp Sim Type 42

Rotary/Amp Sim Mic Pos 94

Rotary/Amp Sim Drive Type 111

Rotary/Amp Sim Drive Amt 110

Rotor Speed 108

Bass Wide 117

Transpose Enable 55

Program Transpose 56

Modulation Enable 106

Modulation Type 53

Modulation Rate 109

Modulation Amount 112

Modulation Upper Only 57

EQ Enable 115

EQ Bass Gain 50

EQ Mid Gain 116

EQ Mid Frequency 107

EQ Treble 113

Delay Enable 80

Delay Amount 93

Delay Tempo 39

Delay Feedback 83

Delay Analog 81

Delay Filter Type 79

Delay Upper Only 86

Nord Organ 3 Parameter MIDI CC #

Reverb Enable 51

Reverb Type 52

Reverb Amount 102

Reverb Bright/Dark 103

Reverb Chorale 104

Reverb Pre-Rotary 105

B3 Click 31

Vibrato/Chorus Type 84

Chorus Deep 85

Vibrato/Chorus Upper Enable 44

Vibrato/Chorus Lower Enable 44

Drawbar 1* 16

Drawbar 2* 17

Drawbar 3* 18

Drawbar 4* 19

Drawbar 5* 20

Drawbar 6* 21

Drawbar 7* 22

Drawbar 8* 23

Drawbar 9* 24

Bass Pedal 16* 16

Bass Pedal 8* 17

Bass Sustain 41

Bass Pedal To Lower 37

Bass Pedal FX Bypass 40

B3 Percussion Enable 87

B3 Percussion Volume 34

B3 Percussion Decay 33

B3 Percussion Harmonic 95

B3 Percussion DB9 Cancel 35

B3 Percussion Polyphonic 54

This is a list of the MIDI Controller numbers used for all panel controls including drawbars, as well as for pedals and other devices. When a function 

is available for both the Upper, Lower and Pedal manuals (on their respective MIDI channels) this is indicated with an asterisk *.
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III INDEX

SYMBOLS
90° (Mic Position)  18

180° (Mic Position)  18

A
Acceleration (Rotary)  30

Alternate (Bass Model)  16

Amp  24

Amp Sim  19

Analog (Delay)  23

Arrows  9

Audio Connections  31

Aux Out  29

B
B3  14

B3 Click  15

Bank  20

Bass (Equalizer)  23

Bass Model  16

Bass Pedal (LED)  21

Bass Wide (Rotary Speaker)  18

Booth (Reverb)  24

Bright (Reverb)  24

Brit (Amp Sim)  19

C
Cath (Reverb)  24

Chorale (Reverb)  24

Chorus (Effect)  23

Chorus/Vibrato (B3)  14

Close (Mic Position)  18

Connections  31

D
Dark (Reverb)  24

Delay (Effect)  23

Drive Type (Rotary Speaker)  18

E
Effect configurations  22

Effects Section  22

Equalizer  23, 24

Exit (button)  20

Ext Out (External Rotary)  28

F
Factory presets  6

Farf (Farfisa)  15

Feedback  23

Filter (Delay)  23

Fine Tune  28

Flanger  23

FX Bypass  22

G
Getting Started  9

Global Transpose  28

H
Hall (Reverb)  24

Headphones  31

J
JC (Amp Model)  19

K
Keyboard Bounce  30

Keyboard Trigger  28

L
Left & Right Out  31

List  10

Live  21

Local Control (MIDI)  26, 29

M
Master Level  10

Memory Protection  28

Menus  28

Mic Pos (Rotary Speaker)  18

MIDI  25

MIDI CC  30

MIDI Channels  29

MIDI Controller List  33

MIDI In  31

MIDI (LED)  21

MIDI messages  25

MIDI Out  31

MIDI PC  30

Modulation (Effect)  22

Monitor In  31

N
Nord B3 (Default Program)  28

Nord B3 Program  10, 20

Nord Sound Manager  27

O
Organ  13

Organ Model  14

OS (Operating System)  6, 30

Output Routing  28

Overview  7

P
Percussion  30

Percussion (B3)  15
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Phaser  22

Pipe (Organ Model)  16

Pre-Rotary (Reverb)  24

Prog Mode (Program Mode)  13

Program  10, 20

Program Change  26

Program dial  20

R
Reset (Settings)  30

RM (Ring Modulation)  23

Room (Reverb)  24

Rotary Ctrl  29

Rotary Speaker  18

Rotary Speaker (Sound Menu)  30

Rotor Control  19

Rotor Speed  18

S
Shift (button)  9, 20

Small (Amp Model)  19

Soft B3 (Organ Model)  16

Soft buttons  10, 28

Sound Menu  30

Spring (Reverb)  24

Stage (Reverb)  24

Stop Angle (Rotary Speaker)  18

Store  21

Store As  21

Sustain (Bass Pedal)  17

Sustain Pedal  29, 32

Swell (Organ)  17

Swell Pedal  29

T
Tap Tempo (Delay)  23

Tempo (Delay)  23

Tone-Wheel  30

Transpose  21

Transpose MIDI At  30

Treble (Equalizer)  23

Trem (Tremolo)  22

Triple Pedal  32

Trk (Bass Model)  17

Tuning  28

Twin (Amp Model)  19

U
Upper Only (Delay)  23

Upper Only (Modulation)  22

USB connection  31

User (Bass Model)  17

User Bass Preset  30

V
Vol/Ctrl Pedal  32

Vx (Organ Model)  15

W
Wide (Mic Position)  18

www.nordkeyboards.com  6

X
XY (Mic Position)  18
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FCC Information (U.S.A.)

1. IMPORTANT NOTICE: DO NOT MODIFY THIS UNIT!

This product, when installed as indicated in the instructions contained in this manual, meets FCC requirements. Modifications 
not expressly approved by Clavia may void your authority, granted by the FCC, to use the product.

2. IMPORTANT: When connecting this product to accessories and/ or another product use only high quality shielded cables. 

Cable/s supplied with this product MUST be used. Follow all installation instructions. Failure to follow instructions could void 

your FCC authorization to use this product in the USA.

3. Note: This equipment has been tested and found to comply with the limits for a Class B digital device, pursuant to Part 15 of 

the FCC Rules. These limits are designed to provide reasonable protection against harmful interference in a residential installa-

tion. This equipment generates, uses, and can radiate radio frequency energy and, if not installed and used in accordance with 

the instructions, may cause harmful interference to radio communications. However, there is no guarantee that interference will 

not occur in a particular installation. If this equipment is found to be the source of interference to radio or television reception, 

which can be determined by turning the equipment off and on, the user is encouraged to try to correct the interference by one or 

more of the following measures:

	 – Reorient or relocate the receiving antenna.

	 – Increase the separation between the equipment and receiver.

	 – Connect the equipment into an outlet on a circuit different from that to which the receiver is connected.

	 – Consult the dealer or an experienced radio/TV technician for help.

This device complies with Part 15 of the FCC Rules. Operation is subject to the following two conditions:

(1) this device may not cause harmful interference, and

(2) this device must accept any interference received, including interference that may cause undesired operation.

Unauthorized changes or modification to this system can void the users authority to operate this equipment.

This equipment requires shielded interface cables in order to meet FCC class B Limit.

											           For Canada

NOTICE
This Class B - digital apparatus complies with Canadian ICES-003.

AVIS
Cet appareil numérique de la classe B - est conforme à la norme NMB-003 du Canada.

DECLARATION OF CONFORMITY 

Compliance Information Statement

		  Model Name: Nord Organ 3

		  Type of Equipment: Digital Organ and piano

		  Responsible Party: Clavia DMI AB

		  Address: P.O. BOX 4214. SE-102 65 Stockholm Sweden

		  Telephone: +46-8-442 73 60
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